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City of East Gull Lake 
Planning and Zoning 
Regular Meeting 

 
May 27, 2014 at 6:30 PM 

I. Call to order 

Bruce Buxton called to order the regular meeting of the City of East Gull Lake Planning and Zoning meeting at 
6:30 P.M. on May 27, 2014 at City Hall. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Roll Call 

Present: Bruce Buxton (Chair), Commission: Scott Hoffman, Paul Tollefson, Marty Halvorson, Eunice Wiebolt 
Absent: Nate Tuomi  
Staff Present: Planning & Zoning Administrator Mason  

IV. Adoption of Agenda/Additions or Deletions to the Agenda 

Motion by Commissioner Halvorson and seconded by Commissioner Wiebolt to approve the agenda as 
amended. Passed unanimously 

V. Public Hearings 

A. Change in City Ordinance regarding construction of Multi-family homes 
Chair Buxton opened the discussion stating that the intent of the ordinance change the process for multi-
family dwellings including duplexes from a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to a Planned Unit Development 
(PUD). He referred to the printouts from the ordinance with the changes indicated. 

 Albert Johnson addressed the Committee with his concern that the property values do not diminish by 
constructing multi-family dwellings. 

 Chair Buxton explained that the concern of the residents is what prompted the Commission to look into 
the situation and is what brought about the proposed changes to the City Ordinance. He noted that a 
PUD requires a public hearing and covenants and also would require connection to the City wastewater 
system, depending on the location. 

 Joe Ranweiler addressed the Commission regarding the request to change to PUD when that was their 
original plan for their property which was met with opposition. He also had a question regarding 
addressing townhouses. 

 Chair Buxton noted that just because the change to the City Ordinance would require the PUD, doesn’t 
mean that it would automatically allow the development to be constructed. The process of public 
hearing before the Commission would still have to happen.  

 Chair Buxton also noted that townhouses are multi-family dwellings; therefore they would be covered 
in theses changes in the City Ordinance. 

 
Motion by Commissioner Halvorson and seconded by Commissioner Wiebolt to approve the City Ordinance 
amendment as presented. Passed unanimously by roll call, Commissioners Halvorson, Tollefson, Wiebolt and 
Hoffman and Chair Buxton, all ayes. 

VI. Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Commissioner Hoffman, second by Commissioner Wiebolt to approve the minutes of the 
 April 29, 2014 meeting. Passed unanimously 

VII. Open Forum 

Toddy Campbell, 1066 Green Gables Road, addressed the Commission regarding a request to increase the size of 
the bunk house by the road and construct a shed across the road. 
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 Chair Buxton noted that there have been many discussions regarding the expansion of the bunk house 
and as well as construction of a shed across the road. He noted that the issue is the non-conforming 
use. He noted that in the least it would require a variance with a public hearing.  

 It was noted that a shed could not be built across the road unless both properties were the same PID so 
that they could not be sold separately. Ms. Campbell stated that she would be willing to combine the 
properties for the purpose of constructing a storage shed on the non-riparian property. 

 Discussion ensued regarding the square footage of the property and buildings. 

 Ms. Campbell noted that they want to keep the original look of the property as much as possible. 
Commissioner Tollefson requested a design showing the height of the proposed addition in comparison 
with the existing building. 

 It was noted that the Campbell’s would need to apply for the variance with all the necessary paperwork 
and proposed plans first. At that time, if the Council approves the variance, it would be required to join 
the two properties for the construction of the storage shed on the non-riparian lot. 

VIII. Planning and Zoning Administrator’s Report 

A. Permits 
Administrator Mason reviewed the new permits on the report. 
  

B. Correspondence 
Two completion letters were sent out: 2013-50, Greg Kaiser and 2013-21, Doug Mueller; also a letter was 
sent to Florence McErlane regarding the shoreline restoration done without a permit from the City. 
 

C. Complaints/Enforcement Actions 
Administrator Mason reviewed the Musty property where there was a DNR permit required. He noted that 
there was no property work done, therefore no permit from the City was required. Also discussed was the 
McErlane shoreline work done without a permit obtained from the City. It was noted that the contractor 
was contacted and he is aware that he will need to obtain an after-the-fact permit for the work done on the 
property. 
 
Dan Petrie addressed the Commission regarding the construction of his garage in September of 2013 and 
the new construction of additional space on his existing home. He stated that at the time of construction, he 
was not aware that they were within the City limits. He discussed with Cass County regarding obtaining a 
permit and they did not say they required one. He noted that he made sure he had enough setback space 
from the property border and that the septic system was not disturbed. Administrator Mason noted that 
there will be two permits required for this property; one for the garage and one for the addition on to the 
house. It was noted that these would have been over-the-counter permits with no Commission or Council 
action required had they not been after the fact. It was noted that the property originally was a duplex 
which has been converted into a single family dwelling. It was also noted that there was a lot of storage 
items parked on the property that needs to be addressed. 
 

D. Inspections 
Administrator Mason noted that he and Interim Moore completed several site visits where pictures were 
shown: 

 The dock at Destiny Cruises at Ernie’s was discussed. He noted that the dock is permanent and there 
was no damage done to the property during the construction of the dock. He noted that the barge will 
be coming following the lift of the weight restrictions on the roads. He explained the construction 
process and timeframe of the arrival of the boat, noting that it should be up and running by the end of 
next week. (June 6, 2014) 

 The Madison property fence was discussed (App# 2013-36 & 38). Commissioner Wiebolt asked about 
the water runoff situation. It was noted that there was no problem at all. It was noted that the project 
is complete and completion letter will be sent. 

 The Mueller property addition was discussed (App# 2013-12 & 21). It was noted that the project is 
complete and completion letter was sent. 
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 The James Ward property new construction was discussed. (App# 2013-59 & 60) Administrator Mason 
noted that the boathouse was torn down for a new one. It was noted that the new construction is 50’ 
from the OHW. 

 The Paul Anderson property stairway was discussed. (App# 2014-15) Administrator Mason noted that 
the completed project looked very nice. He saw no disturbance to the shoreline. 

 The Thomas Williams property new construction was discussed. (App# 2013-72 & 2014-05) It was noted 
that they followed the requirements given with the CUP and the results are very nice. They are near 
completion. 

 The Villella property violation was discussed. It was noted that the sod has been replaced and the 
parking lot is back to the original area. It was noted that there was a lot of damage to the berm done by 
ice. Administrator Mason noted that this violation can be completed. 

IX. Old Business 

None 

X. New Business 

Cragun’s rezone request 
Dutch Cragun addressed the Commission regarding a request to change the zoning of Parcel # 87-029-4103; 
11485 East Gull Lake Drive. 

 “Cragun’s Resort is looking to add a single house that was recently purchased adjacent to the golf 
course & driving range to resort rental pool. The proximity to the clubhouse makes it a great option for 
golf groups of 4 to 8 players. Property is owned by Cragun’s Resort as well as all property surrounding 
this parcel.  
Interior of the house will be renovated slightly to accommodate 8 total beds. Renovation will be 
completed by July 1st (2014) and estimate renting 30-40 night through the end of the golf season. In 
the winter the current plan is to rent monthly until spring of 2015.” 

 Administrator Mason stated that at the current zoning and City Ordinance requirements for that zone, 
the resort could only rent the facilities four (4) times per year. He noted that rezoning of the parcel can 
be applied for which will require a public hearing. It was noted that the property across the road from 
and to the west of the parcel in question is zoned recreational and the property to the north is zoned 
residential. 

 Administrator Mason reviewed the procedure needed to be followed to rezone property. 

 Mr. Cragun stated that he purchased the property in hopes to convert it into rental housing for golfers 
to stay there instead of at the resort compound. He noted that this year, because of the timing of the 
renovation, he would be able to follow the current restrictions of four rentals and that would give time 
to address the situation. It was noted that if the process was started now and there was no opposition 
during the public hearing, the change could be made by the middle of July. 

 Chair Buxton noted that Mr. Cragun should apply for the rezone and start the process. Timing was 
discussed. 

IX. Adjournment 

Motion by Commissioner Tollefson and seconded by Commissioner Wiebolt to adjourn. Passed unanimously. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Rob Mason 
City Administrator/Planning & Zoning Administrator 
 
These minutes are paraphrased and are not written word for word. 


